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appetite. She was characterised as superintendant
of the Parc-aux-cerfs, which was said to cost
hundreds of thousands of pounds a-year. Madame
de Pompadour did, indeed, try to conceal some
of the King's weaknesses, but she never knew
one of the sultanas of that seraglio. There were,
however, scarcely ever more than two at once,
and often only one. When they married, they
received some jewels, and four thousand pounds.
The Parc-aux-cerfs was sometimes vacant for five
or six months. I was surprised, some time after,
at seeing the Duchess de Luynes, Lady of
Honour to the Queen, come privately to see
Madame de Pompadour. She afterwards came
openly. One evening, after Madame was in bed,
she called me, and said, ** My dear, you will be
delighted; the Queen has given me the place of
Lady of the Palace; to-morrow I am to be  as   a
